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110-31)
Robin Dunbar  

John Dashwood vol. 
1, chap. 2

Elinor Dashwood 3,000
  “Certainly”,  “To be sure”, “Undoubtedly”, 
 “That is very true”, “I believe you are right”

 “hole” 
3,000  

“no 
carriage”, “no houses”, “hardly any servants”, “no company” 
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Researches analyzing the functions of different utterances have found that men tend to 

contribute more information and opinions, while women contribute more agreeing, supportive 
talk, more of the kind of talk that encourages others to contribute.  So men’s talk tends to be 
more referential or informative, while women’s talk is more supportive and facilitative. 

Overall, then, women seem to use talk to develop personal relationships and maintain family 
connections and friendships more often than to make claims to status or to directly influence 
others in public contexts. (45) 

“men’s talk”

“public talk” (44) 
(“women’s talk”) 

“encourage”  
3,000

“They 
will be much able to give you something.” (12) 

3,000

“the last word”
Barhtes,Discourse 207-208

 

 
(“vocal 

grooming”) 
“physical grooming”

“vocal grooming”  
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(115) 

(79, 149) 5  
If females formed the core of these earliest human groups, and language evolved to band 

these groups, it naturally follows that the early human females were the first to speak. This 
reinforces the suggestion that language was first used to create a sense of emotional solidarity 
between allies. . . . among modern humans, women are generally better at verbal skills than 
men, as well as being more skillful in the social domain. (149) 
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Edward Ferras

Lucy Steel vol.2, chap. 
2

119 M = M. 
Merleau-Ponty  

In the experience of dialogue, there is constituted between the other person and myself a 
common ground; my thought and his are interwoven into a single fabric, my words and those of 
my interlocutor are called forth by the state of discussion, and they are inserted into a shared 
operation of which neither of us is the creator. . . . we are collaborators for each other in 
consummate reciprocity. (357) 

=

=
(“collaborators for each other in consummate reciprocity”)
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i. “Rightful Property” 

 

“Samuel Johnson”
18 (A Dictionary of the English 

Language,1755) 
James Boswell

The Life of Samuel Johnson, 1791

 
 

It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, 
must be in want of a wife. 
   However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering a 
neighbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he is 
considered as the rightful property of some one or other of their daughters.(3) 

Johnsonese

 “rightful property” “property”

 
 “No man is by nature the property of another.” Boswell 619

James Boswell
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“It must be agreed that in most ages many countries have had part of their inhabitants in a 
state of slavery; yet it may be doubted whether slavery can ever be supposed the natural 
condition of man.  It is impossible not to conceive that men in their original state were 
equal . . . Inhabitants of this island can neither gain riches nor power by taking away the 

nature the property of another . . .”(September 23, 1777)( Boswell  619) 

 “property”
Web 34-35

“property”
(Garrod 40, A slip of a girl”)

 

 

 

“a single man in 
possession of a good fortune”

(Ghent 100)
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ii.  “Vocal Grooming” & “plaisir du texe” 

 
 (Lady Catherine)

 

Ernst Haeckel
“Ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny.”  

 
. . . Mr. Darcy had been standing near enough for her to overhear a conversation between him 
and Mr. Bingley, who came from the dance for a few minutes, to press his friend to join it. 
. . .“She is tolerable; but not handsome enough to tempt me; and I am in no humour at present 
to give consequence to young ladies who are slighted by other men.  You had better return to 
your partner . . .” 

Mr. Bingley followed his advice. Mr. Darcy walked off; and Elizabeth remained with no very 
cordial feelings forwards him. (11) 
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 (29-30)
 “public 

speech”

. . . 

“no very cordial feelings” 
 

 
“plaisir du texte”

 
 

 
I must confess that his affection originated in nothing better than gratitude, or, in other words, 
that a persuasion of her partiality for him had been the only cause of giving her a serious 
thought.  It is a new circumstance in romance.  I acknowledge, and dreadfully derogatory of 
the heroine’s dignity; but if it be as new in common life, the credit of a wild imagination will at 
least be all my own. (243) 

 

 
Elizabeth longed to observe that Mr. Bingley had been a most delightful friend; so easily guided 
that his worth was invaluable; but she checked herself.  She remembered that he had yet to 
learn to be laught at, and it was rather too early to begin. (371) 
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=  “single fabric”
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200 200 Pride and Prejudice
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(2)  

 
 

4.
(1)

“. . . the question ‘Do women talk more than men?’ can’t be answered 
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with a straight ‘yes’ or ‘no’.  The answer is rather, ‘It all depends.’  ” (48)  
18

 “It all depends.”
1792
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5.

 
Taken together, these findings suggest that female bonding may have been a more 
powerful force in human evolution than is sometimes supposed.  If so, then the pressure to 
evolve language may well have come through the need to form and service female alliances, 
as Chris Knight suggests, rather than through either male bonding or male activities, as 
conventional wisdom has always assumed. (150) 

 
In effect, humans were now exploiting the greater efficiency of language as a bonding 
mechanism to allow themselves to live in larger groups for the same investment in social 
time. . . . A study of the Kapanora tribe in New Guinea, for example, found that men spent 
on average of 3.5 hours and woman around 2.7 hours. (115-16, emphasis added) 

 
6.

“my dear Dr. Johnson” 8-9 February 1807
“Boswell’s ‘Tour to the Hebrides’ ”

“Life of Johnson” 25 November 1798
Letters 121, 22  

 
7.

Mansfield Park, 1814 “quiet auditor” 
Fanny Price Emma, 

1815
Frank Churchill

Emma Woodhouse
Jane Fairfax  

Persuasion, 1817 Anne 
Elliot Captain Harville

Frederick Wentworth
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