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To the eyes of many writers and artists in early
America, there was a paucity of material. Even
the landscape seemed empty and raw. There
were indeed plenty of trees, and wilderness
vistas suitable for evoking a version of the
sublime, as painters of the Hudson River school
(Thomas Cole and his followers) demonstrated.
However, there was a distressing lack of ruins,
either for Gothic effects or for gentle, reflective
melancholy. There was no Tintern Abbey to be
viewed by moonlight; nor were there at first
any country churchyards or deserted villages,
... There seemed, to eyes trained in Europe, a

lack of history in America.l
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The gothicized Indian provided the nation with
a distinctive literary asset as well as a
Though

America did not have crumbling castles and

politically useful cultural image.
antiquated traditions, it did have in the Indian
a symbol of a ruined and conquered past. ... By
providing the materials for a past that assured
the nation an exceptional literature as well as a
progressive future, the Indian simultaneously
enabled America’s literary flowering and its

consolidation of a national identity. 2
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Even when it started to snow she did not
lose her sense of direction. Her feet grew numb,
but she did not worry about the distance. The
heavy winds couldn’t blow her off course. She
continued. Even when her heart clenched and
her skin turned crackling cold it didn’t matter,
because the pure and naked part of her went
on.

The snow fell deeper that Easter than it had
in forty years, but June walked over it like

water and came home.3
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There were no curtains in the bathroom, and
something made him look at the window.

Her face. June’s face was there. Wild and
pale with a bloody mouth. She raised her hand,
thin bones, and scratched sadly on the glass.
When he ran from the bathroom she got angry
and began to pound. The glass shattered. He
heard it falling like music to the bathroom floor.
Everything was on, even the oven. He stood in
the humming light of the refrigerator, believing
the cold radiance would protect him. Nothing
could stop her though. There was nothing he
could do, and then he did the wrong thing. He
plugged the toaster into the wall.

There was a loud crack. Darkness. A ball of
red light fell in his hands. Everything went
utterly silent, and she squeezed through the

window in that instant.4
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All the grieving and drinking and lusting and
dying, the loving and torturing and birthing
and joking, the working and musing and
wising-up packed into this magnificent
chronicle culminate in Lipsha’s realization that

“there was good” in his life...?
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All of a piece. As if the sky were a pattern of
nerves and our thought and memories traveled
across it. As if the sky were one gigantic
memory for us all. Or a dance hall. And all the
world’s wandering souls were dancing there. 1
thought of June. She would be dancing if there

was a dance hall in a space. She would be

dancing a two- step for wandering souls. Her
long legs lifting and falling. Her laugh an ace.
Her sweet perfume the way all grown-up
women were supposed to smell. Her
amusement at both the bad and the good. Her

defeat. Her reckless victory. Her sons.6
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